EXILE TO BAGHDAD
After four months in the Black Pit, Bahá’u’lláh was banished from His native land –
the beginning of 40 years of exile, further imprisonment and persecution.
He was forced to set out even before recuperating from the ill health caused by
being in the dungeon and from the wounds resulting from the weighty chains around His neck.
He went first to Baghdad, then a part of the Ottoman Empire. Complicity between the Persian
and Ottoman rulers governed all His remaining banishments.

Bahá’u’lláh and His family were ill-equipped for the rigors of the three-month journey to Baghdad during
the winter of 1853. The route passed through snow-covered mountains in western Iran. Inadequate shelter,
poor clothing, and insufficient provisions made their travel especially perilous.
Bahá’u’lláh and His family arrived in Baghdad on 8 April 1853. The followers of the Báb increasingly turned
to Bahá’u’lláh and found in His utterances the same spirit they had found in the Báb's teachings. The nobility
of His character, the wisdom of His counsel, and the loving-kindness that He showered upon all revived the
Bábí community.
Just over a year after arriving in Baghdad, Bahá’u’lláh withdrew to the mountainous wilderness of Kurdistan,
where He lived alone for two years. He spent His time reflecting on the implications of the divine purpose to
which He had been called. The period is reminiscent of Moses' withdrawal to Mount Sinai, Jesus’ 40 days and
nights in the desert, and Muhammad's retreat to the cave on Mount Hira.
In 1856 Bahá’u’lláh rejoined His family and the other Bábís in Baghdad. Under His renewed leadership, the stature of the Bábí community grew and His reputation
as a spiritual leader spread throughout the region. Bahá’u’lláh wrote some of His most renowned works in Baghdad, including the "Hidden Words," "Seven Valleys,"
and the "Book of Certitude" (Kitab-i-Iqan). His writings alluded to His station, but it was still not the time for a public announcement.
Coffeehouses in Baghdad provided places for theological and philosophical debate and inquiry. Bahá’u’lláh frequented such coffeehouses, and the refinement of
His exposition and the beauty of His language attracted many people.
Bahá’u’lláh had been in Baghdad for ten years. Fearing that His growing acclaim would re-ignite popular enthusiasm in Iran for the new religion, the regime of the
Shah successfully pressed the Ottoman authorities to send Him farther away.
In April 1863, before leaving Baghdad for Constantinople (Istanbul), Bahá’u’lláh and His companions camped in a garden on the banks of the Tigris River for twelve
days. Bahá’u’lláh told these few friends that He was the Promised One foretold by the Báb — foretold, indeed, in all the world's scriptures. Today, the most joyous of
Bahá’í holy days is the Ridván Festival, which celebrates the anniversary of those twelve days.

EXILE TO CONSTANTINOPLE
On 3 May 1863, Bahá’u’lláh rode out of Baghdad on His way to Constantinople (known today as Istanbul),
the capital of the Ottoman Empire, accompanied by His family and some of His devoted followers.
He had become much loved by the people of Baghdad. Eyewitnesses said crowds gathered along
the road, and many onlookers, including scholars and government officials, were overcome
with emotion as they paid their respects.

Bahá’u’lláh had become well-known in Baghdad and Kurdistan, and people came out to meet Him all along the way to Constantinople.
Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the Bahá'í Faith from 1921 to 1957, writes in "God Passes By":
"The festivities which, at some stations, were held in His honor, the food the villagers prepared and brought for His acceptance, the eagerness
which time and again they exhibited in providing the means for His comfort, recalled the reverence which the people of Baghdad had shown
Him on so many occasions."
For nearly four months Bahá’u’lláh and His companions traveled through eastern Turkey, eventually reaching Samsun on the Black Sea.
After staying there for several days, they boarded a Turkish steamer, which three days later delivered them to Constantinople.
Although it was common among the people in Constantinople to gain special favors by lavishing gifts on the authorities, Bahá’u’lláh refused to engage in
such activity.
His enemies were able to stir up suspicion against Him, leading to His banishment to Adrianople (Edirne) just four months later.
It was in the depth of winter that Sultan 'Abdu'l-Azíz, the ruler of the Ottoman Empire, ordered Bahá’u’lláh expelled from Constantinople. In response,
Bahá’u’lláh wrote a letter to the Sultan in which He "severely censured his ministers, exposed their immaturity and incompetence … and sternly
admonished [them] not to pride themselves on their worldly possessions.… " One of the officials who read the letter remarked, "It is as if the King of Kings were
issuing his behest to the humblest vassal king and regulating his conduct.

